Chromosomal rearrangements with a common breakpoint at 6p23 in five cases of myeloid leukemia.
Rearrangement of the short arm of chromosome 6 with a breakpoint at 6p23 was found in five patients with myeloid leukemia. Three of them had different morphological variants of AML (M2, M3, M4) and two blastic crisis of Ph1 negative and Ph1 positive CML. Identical translocation, t(6;9)(p23;q34), was revealed in two patients. One of them had AML (M2), the other blastic crisis of Ph1 negative CML. The blast cells of the last patient were morphologically similar to those in the M2 variant of AML. Translocation (6;9)(p23;q34) was also detected in two AML patients of Rowley and Potter (1976). The role of the breakpoint at 6p23 in myeloid malignancies needs further investigation.